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Training Facilitators 
 
Patrick DeCorla-Souza 
Program Manager for Public-Private Partnerships, US Department of Transportation’s Build America Bureau and the Federal 
Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Center for Innovative Finance Support 
 
Patrick DeCorla-Souza is Program Manager for Public-Private Partnerships (P3) in the US Department of 
Transportation’s Build America Bureau and the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Center for 
Innovative Finance Support. In this capacity he oversees research on public-private partnerships and 
provides training and technical assistance to State and local governments. Over his 29-year career at the 
US Department of Transportation, Patrick has led research and developed innovations in public-private 
partnerships, road pricing, multi-modal transportation evaluation, travel demand and air quality analysis, 
and public involvement. Patrick is former co-chair of the Transportation Research Board’s Congestion 
Pricing Committee. 

Prior to his 29-year career at the U.S. Department of Transportation, Patrick was a transportation 
planning consultant at Barr, Dunlop and Associates in Florida and Assistant Director of Transportation 
Planning at the Toledo (Ohio) Metropolitan Council of Governments, the metropolitan planning 
organization for the Toledo area.  Patrick has Master’s degrees in Transportation Planning from Florida 
State University and in Civil Engineering from the University of Toledo. 

 

Jim Taylor 
Principal, Mercator Advisors LLC 
 
Jim Taylor is a Principal with Mercator Advisors LLC, a financial consulting firm that specializes in 
providing strategic advice for large and complex capital investments that require a blend of public and 
private sector resources.  His area of expertise is developing non-recourse project finance strategies for 
transportation infrastructure. Prior to joining Mercator Advisors in 2006, he worked as an investment 
banker for a total of 19 years in the Public Finance Departments of Bear Stearns, Lehman Brothers and 
Smith Barney.  Jim has developed and managed professional training programs in municipal finance and 
has given lectures, seminars and workshops on various project finance topics for industry groups and 
business schools.   He graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and received a Master 
of Public Policy degree from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 
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